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TIPS FOR THE TEACHER
Hey Teachers-
We are excited to have you and your students visiting us here at Jungle Island. 
In order to make the most of your visit, please reference the following checklist:

Talk to your class

Make a plan for Chaperones

Jungle Island has many free roaming animals. Students should be advised that 
for the safety of them and the animals, they should not grab or pick up these 
animals.
Florida is known as the sunshine state for a reason; we recommend that 
students bring a bottle of water, wear a hat, and apply sun block. 

We offer one free chaperone per ten students visiting; students must remain 
with their chaperone during their visit. 

Look at Jungle Island’s Field Trip Curriculum 
Included in your trip is access to Florida Standard aligned curriculum for grades 
K-12. Each lesson has activities for before, during, and after your trip. Be sure to 
bring pencils and the appropriate number of copies of the lesson you choose 
to do. 

Make a plan for lunch 
Lunch may be purchased from the park or brought from home.
If students are bringing their lunch:
  When you arrive at the park we will assist you with lunch transportation.
  We recommend having lunches in a box or cooler that can be labeled with 
 your school’s name.

Preview the map
Jungle Island can be navigated easily without a map, but you might miss 
out on some hidden gems! Use our map to make the most of all of the 
shows and exhibits we have to offer. 
Tips from the experts: The Manu is our walk-in exhibit where students 
can come face to face with free flying birds, lizards, and primates! 
Make sure you save time to check it out during your visit.  



TIPS FOR THE CHAPERONE
Hey Chaperones-
Jungle Island thanks you for your time investment in student education. 
We have compiled a checklist to help you get ready for your trip:

Talk to the teacher

Prepare your group

Have the teacher’s phone number so that you can contact him/her if needed.
Ask the teacher the goal of the field trip and if you will be using Jungle Island’s 
field trip lessons.
Have a planned time and place to meet for lunch. 

Tell them the rules: 
 Stay with your chaperone.  
 Observe free roaming animals with your eyes only. 
 Place all garbage in trash cans.
Keep a headcount of your group and have all students’ names written down. 
 

Look at Jungle Island’s Field Trip Curriculum
Included in your trip is access to Florida Standard aligned curriculum for grades 
K-12. Each lesson has activities for before, during, and after your trip. Be sure to 
bring pencils and the appropriate number of copies of the lesson you choose 
to do. 

Ask questions
If you or your group has questions, we want to hear them! Feel free to stop any 
animal keepers or park staff and talk to them about the animals. They love to 
teach our guests about the plants and animals you see as you walk around. 



KINDERGARTEN



KINDERGARTEN IN THE CLASSROOM 
Topic     |  Properties of Matter
Standard  |  SC.K.P.8.1 Sort Objects by Observable Properties
Objective  |  Students will be able to use five senses to compare and contrast   
            properties of objects.
            Students will be able to name the five senses and the related     
            body parts.

1
2

Pre-Visit Activities
Introduce students to the five senses by doing a read aloud such 
as “My Five Senses” by Aliki. Have a discussion about what the 
five senses are, why they are important, and what parts of your 
body each sense corresponds with. 

TTell students they are scientists who will use their senses to 
observe, or study things carefully. Go on an “Observation Trek” 
around the school. During your trek, stop at multiple destinations. 
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Post-Visit Activities
As a class, or in small groups, have students make a five senses chart. On the 
chart include a section for sight, smell, touch, hearing, and taste. In each section 
of the poster, have students draw something that they experienced at the park 
that corresponds with that category.  After the chart has been made, students 
can say or write words to describe each item. For example, if a picture of a 
monkey is in the sight section, students can then list “black, white, small, two 
eyes, etc.”

CCreate a Venn diagram to compare how two animals observed were alike and 
different. Guide students to name these characteristics by asking questions 
such as; how do you think these animals feel? Did they both feel this way? 



KINDERGARTEN AT JUNGLE ISLAND
Topic     |  Properties of Matter
Standard  |  SC.K.P.8.1 Sort Objects by Observable Properties

Hey Group Leader!
These questions and/or activities can be used as a guide to enrich your day at 
Jungle Island. Remember, safety is key! If you are not sure what something is, 
observe with your eyes only and ask an animal keeper for more information!

While at Flamingo Lake
What do you use to see the flamingos? What colors are they?
Are the flamingos tall or short?
Touch the sidewalk with your hand, is it rough or smooth?

While at a bird exhibit
What do you use to smell? What do the birds smell like?
Are the birds the same colors or different colors?

While at a monkey exhibit 
What do you use to touch? What do you think the monkeys feel like?
Are all of the monkeys the same? Can you tell them apart? How?
What do we hear with? Are the monkeys’ sounds loud or soft?

While in the Manu
In the Manu it is important to observe with your eyes only and stay on the path.
Look down! What does the ground feel like?
Look up! What colors do you see on the birds?

Near any plants
What colors do you see on the plants?
Do they all have big leaves? Small leaves? Different sizes?
How do the plants feel when you use your fingers to touch them?

While at a reptile exhibit 
Which animals are long? Short?
Find an animal that looks smooth! Bumpy! Slimy! 



FIRST GRADE



FIRST GRADE IN THE CLASSROOM 
Topic     |  Organization and Development of Living Organisms
Standard  |  SC.1.L.14.3 Differentiate between Living and Nonliving Things 
Objective  |  Students will be able to identify living and nonliving things.      
             Students will be able to describe the characteristics of both living  
            and nonliving things.

1

2

Pre-Visit Activities
Start a class discussion by asking students “Are you alive?” Generate a list of 
indicators that they are living. Aim to have the list include; living things grow and 
change, they need food, air and water, and they can reproduce. Point to a desk or 
table in the room and ask the class “Is this living?” Generate a list of indications 
for non-living things, including: they do not grow, they do not move on their own, 
and they do not need food or water. 

ShShow the class a picture of a mall or store. As a class, create a “T Chart” on the 
board; one side titled “living” and one “nonliving”.  Have students name an item 
from the picture and then tell you if it goes on the living or nonliving side. After, 
have them explain how they know. 
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Post-Visit Activities
Provide each student with a blank piece of white paper and ask 
them to draw their favorite animal exhibit in Jungle Island. When 
students are done drawing, tell them to circle all living items with a 
blue crayon and nonliving items with a red crayon. As a class, or in 
pairs, students can explain how they knew which color to use. 

Ask students to imagine they are Jungle Island animal 
kkeepers who are designing a habitat for a new animal. Have 
students pick an animal that they would like to see at the park and 
then draw all of the living things that would be in that animal’s 
exhibit.  Then, have students draw all of the nonliving items they 
think the animal would need. 



FIRST GRADE AT JUNGLE ISLAND
Topic     |  Organization and Development of Living Organisms
Standard  |  SC.1.L.14.3 Differentiate between Living and Nonliving Things 

Hey Group Leader!
These questions and/or activities can be used as a guide to enrich your day at 
Jungle Island. Remember, safety is key! If you are not sure what something is, 
observe with your eyes only and ask an animal keeper for more information!

While walking in the park
Play “I Spy”: Pick either a living or nonliving item that you can see and then tell 
students “I Spy something living/nonliving”. Students then have to guess what 
item you are looking at. 

After a park show
What was alive in the show? How could you tell?

At Flamingo lake
What is nonliving? How can you tell?

At any animal exhibit
What is living? What is nonliving?
Do you think the living things need nonliving things in order to survive? 

While eating lunch
What are the differences between the students in our class and the picnic 
tables?  

While at a reptile exhibit 
Can you find three living and three nonliving items?
Find one living animal: what do you think it needs in order to stay alive?



SECOND GRADE



SECOND GRADE IN THE CLASSROOM 
Topic     |  Interdependence
Standard  |  SC2.L.17.1 Compare and Contrast Basic Needs of Living Things  
            for Survival

Objective  |  Students will be able to explain what an animal and a plant      
            need to survive.

1
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Pre-Visit Activities
Read the book “Stellaluna” by Janell Cannon with your class. After reading, 
engage your students with an understanding of animal survival by creating a list 
of Stellaluna’s basic needs. The list should include air, water, food, and shelter. 

Read the book “From Seed to Plant” by Gail Gibbons with your class. Engage 
students to understand the difference between plants and animals by 
generating  a list of a plant’s basic needs. The list should include air, water, 
nutrients, and light. 
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Post-Visit Activities
In pairs, or independently, have students draw a Venn diagram to 
compare and contrast the needs of one animal and one plant they saw 
on their visit to Jungle Island. To incorporate the arts, students can draw, 
collage, or paint their chosen  animal and plant at the top of the Venn 
diagram. 

ShShow students the home page of https://www.jungleisland.com/ and 
discuss all of the elements of an advertisement. Note to the students that 
the page includes inviting visuals, facts about what the park has to offer, 
and contact information. Ask students to design an advertisement for 
the needs of an animal and to pick any critter they saw on their field trip! 
Advertisements can be paper based or digital and should include an 
image, contact information, and the needs of the animal for survival. 



SECOND GRADE AT JUNGLE ISLAND
Topic     |  Interdependence
Standard  |  SC2.L.17.1 Compare and Contrast Basic Needs of Living Things  
            for Survival

Hey Group Leader!
These questions and/or activities can be used as a guide to enrich your day at 
Jungle Island. Remember, safety is key! If you are not sure what something is, 
observe with your eyes only and ask an animal keeper for more information!

At the bird aviary
What living things do you see here? 
What is in this habitat that will meet the birds’ survival needs?

At the alligator exhibit 
Do you think alligators need plants to survive? Explain to students that while an 
alligator may not eat plants, the small animals that an alligator eats do eat plants. 
Therefore alligators rely on plants too!

While walking on any path through the park
What living things do you see?
What do these plants need to survive? 
Can you locate all of the things the plants need for survival in this area?

During a trek through the “Everglades”
Identify all of the Warthog’s basic needs in its habitat.
Can you find something that needs the sun to survive?
Locate a living thing that depends on trees as shelter. 

Walking through the Manu
What things in the Manu need water to survive?
Locate two or more things that need light to survive.
Can you find the birds’ food?

While at a reptile exhibit 
Find a snake. What things do you see in its exhibit that help it survive? 
Spot a lizard, see if you can find what it uses as shelter.



THIRD GRADE



THIRD GRADE IN THE CLASSROOM 
Topic     |  Organization and Development of Living Organisms
Standard  |  SC.3.L.14.1 Roles of Plant Structures  |  SC.3.L.14.2 Response    
            to Stimuli 

Objective  |  Students will be able to identify parts of a plant and their     
            functions.  
                        Students will be able to explain how plants respond to light   
            and gravity.

1
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Pre-Visit Activities
As a class, read “Plant Parts” by Louise Spilsbury, and ask students to draw and 
label the parts of a plant and their functions. Through the reading students 
should be able to identify roots, stems, leaves, flowers, seeds, and fruit.

Do a mini lab and plant lima beans in clear plastic bags with a paper tDo a mini lab and plant lima beans in clear plastic bags with a paper towel 
and water. As the plants grow, discuss each part of the plant and its function. 
Once all seeds have sprouted, move plants to different sides of the room so 
that students can observe how they grow towards the source of sunlight in 
the room. Discuss the direction in which the roots are growing and help 
students draw the conclusion that roots grow down due to gravity. 
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Post-Visit Activities
On an index card, ask students to independently draw the most interesting 
plant they saw at Jungle Island and label its parts. Next students will create 
playing cards for each part of the plant. Tell students that the “image” part of 
the card should be the specific plant part and the written caption underneath 
needs to describe the function of the plant. 

ShShow your class examples of advertising posters and have a discussion about 
the parts of a poster (image, contact information, catchy slogan). Tell them they 
will be creating an advertisement “selling the Sun” for its positive 
effects on plants. 



THIRD GRADE AT JUNGLE ISLAND
Topic     |  Organization and Development of Living Organisms
Standard  |  SC.3.L.14.1 Roles of Plant Structures  |  SC.3.L.14.2 Response      
            to Stimuli 

Hey Group Leader!
These questions and/or activities can be used as a guide to enrich your day at 
Jungle Island. Remember, safety is key! If you are not sure what something is, 
observe with your eyes only and ask an animal keeper for more information!

Next to the Kigelia (Sausage) tree
The large tree here is called Kigelia, or “sausage tree.” Can you find its fruit? 
Why do you think the fruit is hanging down?

During the Manu Encounter
Can you find the roots of any of the plants? 
What is the purpose of the roots?

In the Everglades 
How does the top of the plant receive water? (From the roots and stem) 
Locate the roots of a mangrove. Are these similar to other roots you have 
seen? Are they different?

By Flamingo Lake
Locate a plant. Is it growing in a specific direction? Why or why not is this 
happening?

On your way to the show theater
Look around closely, some trees are acting as hosts to other plants! Can you 
spot any of these duos?
How are these plants alike and how are they different?



FOURTH GRADE



FOURTH GRADE IN THE CLASSROOM 
Topic     |  Natural Resources
Standard  |  SC.4.E.6.6 Florida’s Natural Resources 
Objective  |  Students will be able to identify Florida’s natural resources.
            Students will be able to explain the difference between     
            renewable and nonrenewable resources.
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Pre-Visit Activities
Have students create a foldable with “renewable” on one side and 
“nonrenewable” on the other. Define a resource as “anything from the 
environment that meets our needs and wants”.  From there, students can create 
a list of renewable resources including fresh water, forests, sunlight, fertile soil, 
wild animals, and fresh air. On the “nonrenewable” side students should include 
minerals (i.e. iron and copper) and fossil fuels (i.e. coal and oil) on their list.

Challenge students to cChallenge students to create a poem explaining the difference between 
renewable and nonrenewable resources. Encourage them to use their 
imagination and creativity.

1

Post-Visit Activities
Now that students have had a chance find natural 
resources in Jungle Island, have them create a mind map 
of their findings. Write the words “natural resources” in the 
middle and have ideas, such as renewable/nonrenewable 
stem out from the center. Encourage students to use 
both words and drawings.



FOURTH GRADE AT JUNGLE ISLAND
Topic     |  Natural Resources
Standard  |  SC.4.E.6.6 Florida’s Natural Resources 

Hey Group Leader!
These questions and/or activities can be used as a guide to enrich your day at 
Jungle Island. Remember, safety is key! If you are not sure what something is, 
observe with your eyes only and ask an animal keeper for more information!

At Flamingo Lake 
What natural resources do you see?
Which of these natural resources do the flamingos rely on to survive?
Can humans use any of these natural resources?

In the Everglades
What native and renewable resources are found here? (Fresh water, sunlight, 
fertile soil, fresh water, wild animals)

During the Manu Encounter
How many natural resources can you find in the Manu?
Water is a natural resource; what are some ways we can conserve water?

On any pathway 
Which natural resource do you see the most of in this area? What do you think 
the reason for that is?
Which natural resource do you see the least of?



FOURTH GRADEFIFTH GRADE



FIFTH GRADE IN THE CLASSROOM 
Topic     |  Interdependence
Standard  |  SC.4.L.17.3 Food Chain 
Objective  |  Students will be able to make a model of how energy travels  
            through the food chain.  
            Students will recognize the difference between herbivores,   
            carnivores, and omnivores.
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Pre-Visit Activities
As a class, read “Who Eats What” by Patricia Lauber to learn about how energy 
transfers from the sun through the food chain. 

Explain to the class that herbiExplain to the class that herbivores eat plants, carnivores eat meat, and 
omnivores eat plants and meat. Show them photos of people, parrots, leopards, 
Gibbons, lions, Flamingos, and lemurs. Ask them to try to identify what type of 
consumer each photo represents. After going through different types of 
consumers, explain that plants are producers because they make their own 
food through photosynthesis.  
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Post-Visit Activities
Have students create a mobile that demonstrates the transfer 
of energy through the food cycle.  

Using the words consumer, producer, carnivore, herbivore, 
and omnivore ask students to show what they know through 
a poster or PowerPoint presentation.   



FIFTH GRADE AT JUNGLE ISLAND
Topic     |  Interdependence
Standard  |  SC.4.L.17.3 Food Chain

Hey Group Leader!
These questions and/or activities can be used as a guide to enrich your day at 
Jungle Island. Remember, safety is key! If you are not sure what something is, 
observe with your eyes only and ask an animal keeper for more information!

At Flamingo Lake 
What is a consumer?
How many consumers do you see?
Flamingos eat both algae and invertebrates; does that make them an herbivore, 
carnivore or omnivore?

In the Everglades
What is a producer?
Do you see any producers?
How do the plants get their food?
Why is the Sun important to fish?

During the Manu Encounter
Describe the cycle of energy through the food cycle.
Using the living things around you, can you identify the flow of the Sun’s 
energy through the Manu?

While at a primate exhibit 
Can monkeys make their own food?
What type of consumer do you think Monkeys are? Why?



SIXTH TO EIGHTH GRADE



SIXTH TO EIGHTH GRADE IN THE 
CLASSROOM 
Topic  |  Human impact on Earth 
Humans have a huge impact on Earth both negatively and positively. Use 
the resources available to you to research deforestation, urbanization, 
desertification, erosion, air & water quality, and changing the flow of water. 
Further your knowledge by determining what causes these occurrences 
and the effect they have on the environment.   

Research Tools
http://www.vims.edu/newsandevents/topstories/kirwan_nature_review.php
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/deforestation/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/08/human-footprint-map-ecological-impact/
http://www.kidzworld.com/article/27529-air-and-water-pollution

Deforestation

Urbanization

Desertification

Erosion

Air and Water 
Quality

Definition Cause Effect

Changing the 
Flow of Water



SIXTH TO EIGHTH GRADE AT 
JUNGLE ISLAND
Topic  |  Types of Landforms
Florida is made up of diFlorida is made up of different landforms,  a landform is any natural configuration 
of rock and dirt. A specialist who studies landforms is called a geologist; they 
research how landforms are created. Today while you are visiting Jungle Island, 
you are going to work as a geologist to see how many of the landforms in the table 
you can identify. After reading each description and studying the sample images, 
use your observation skills to find examples throughout the park. Once you have 
successfully located a landform, draw a sketch of it in the table and write an 
explanation of wheexplanation of where you found it.  

Definition

Example

Example 
at Jungle 
Island

CoastlineLandform River Lake WaterfallOcean

A line that forms 
the boundary 
between the 
land and the 
ocean or a lake.

A flowing, moving 
stream of water. 
Usually a river 
feeds water into 
an ocean, lake, 
pond, or even 
another river.

Large bodies of 
water that are 
surrounded by 
land and are not 
part of an ocean.

A place in a river 
where water 
spills suddenly 
downward.

A huge body of 
salt water.



NINTH TO TWELFTH GRADE



NINTH TO TWELFTH GRADE IN 
THE CLASSROOM 
Topic  |  Conservation

PProtecting and saving Earth’s wildlife can only happen if future generations are 
passionate about conservation- YOU hold the power to make a change. Jungle 
Island has a team of people that work each day on initiatives to make our Island 
more environmentally friendly. Part of the Education Department’s mission to go 
green means paperless communication. We save pounds of paper each week by 
using e-mail messages and other digital resources instead of wasting paper.  Use 
the resources below to identify environmental problems. Then work 
independently or with a team to generate solutionindependently or with a team to generate solutions.

Helpful sites
http://wwf.panda.org/how_you_can_help/live_green/
http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/
http://www.sustainablestamford.org/home.aspx

Problem Solution



NINTH TO TWELFTH GRADE AT
JUNGLE ISLAND
Topic  |   Career Readiness 

Insider Information: 
In the animal In the animal world, ant colonies are high functioning societies in which each 
member has a role to play that is vital to survival. Jungle Island is similar to a 
“supercolony” of ants, we have various departments of employees that work side 
by side within one nest. No one department is more important than another; 
without teamwork and communication we would all crumble! During your visit 
today you will be observing and interviewing employees from various roles 
throughout the park in order to deepen your understanding of a day in the life of 
a Jungle Island empla Jungle Island employee. 

While at the park:
Pick four careers that interest you and spend time observing that role 
throughout your day at Jungle Island. Our team wants to talk to you, make sure 
to stop Islanders and ask them about their jobs! Make sure you come equipped 
with paper and a pencil to record your answers.
 

What type of education is required to have 
your role?

What is the most challenging aspect of 
your job?

What do you enjoy most about your 
position?

What What were the steps you took in order to 
receive employment at Jungle Island?

Did you have any other work or school 
experiences that helped prepare you for 
this role?

Animal Caretaker
Guest Relations 
Veterinarian
Grounds Caretaker 
Public Relations
VIP Tour Services 
Animal ShAnimal Show Host 
Marketing 
Custodian
Operations Director
Interpretation 
Director of Education
Life Guard 

Roles at Jungle Island Questions to ask
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